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      YOUTH JUSTICE SUNDAY Action Packet 
 

 
Thank you for participating in Youth Justice Sunday! On April 22, 2018, congregations and faith 
leaders across the state will come together to express how their values support improving the way 
Michigan protects youth involved in the justice system. 
 
Michigan is one of only FIVE states that automatically prosecute 17-year-olds in adult criminal 
court. Rather than receiving rehabilitative programs in the juvenile justice systems, youth are often 
exposed to violence in adult jails and prisons and face lifelong barriers to education, employment, 
and housing because of an adult criminal record. 
 
We believe that the vision of providing youth with the proper guidance and support to enhance 
their intrinsic capacity for rehabilitation and personal transformation, crosses all faith traditions. 
Although the majority of 17-year olds are charged with nonviolent offenses, they are currently 
prohibited from accessing developmentally-appropriate services available in the juvenile justice 
system.  
 
We believe in restorative justice policies that promote public safety, hold youth accountable for 
their actions, and provide opportunities for redemption. The current policy of prosecuting 17-year-
olds as adults is the opposite of restorative justice. It harms youth and increases their increases their 
likelihood to reoffend, compared to peers with similar offenses in the juvenile system. A restorative 
approach – like that provided in the juvenile justice system - seeks to heal broken relationships, 
strengthen community bonds, and provide opportunities for youth to make amends for their actions. 
 
Youth Justice Sunday is about putting these principles into action. 
 
All denominations and faith communities are invited to participate! To get involved, simply sign up 
here. We encourage each church or faith community to identify a coordinator to serve as the primary 
contact. The coordinator may be the leader of the congregation (i.e. pastor, rabbi, imam, minister, 
bishop) or an active member with approval from leadership.  
 
We invite you to tailor a youth justice message in a way that works best for your congregation. In this 
packet, we have provided ideas for a sermon, message or small group discussions. We also have a 
number of online resources to support digital outreach, like newsletters and social media, so that you 
can share your message with a broader audience. Finally, we include action steps for congregations 
interested in supporting specific policy changes. However you feel called to engage on this issue, we 
welcome you! 
 
We deeply appreciate your involvement in Youth Justice Sunday and look forward to partnering with 
you to raise awareness about youth justice issues in Michigan. 
 
In gratitude, 
 
Mary King 
Executive Director - Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef3oRwOgscTtkc7aXsOjcq1z6oJSX3YRkY8StjTNB3j8_gNw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef3oRwOgscTtkc7aXsOjcq1z6oJSX3YRkY8StjTNB3j8_gNw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSef3oRwOgscTtkc7aXsOjcq1z6oJSX3YRkY8StjTNB3j8_gNw/viewform


2 

Youth Justice Sunday: Sermon & Discussion Topics 
 
On Youth Justice Sunday, we encourage congregations to explore what your faith tradition says about 
justice and mercy. Below, please find a partial list of justice-related Bible passages to consider for 
your sermon or message, as well as discussion questions for small groups. 
 

What does your faith believe about treating youth with justice, mercy and redemption? 
 
Hebrews 13:3 - Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, 
and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 
 
Matthew 25:35-46 - When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you? ’And the King will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 

Proverbs 31:8-9 - Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are 
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. 
 
Isaiah 1:17 - Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the 
fatherless; plead the case of the widow. 
 
Quran 5:8 - “O you who believe, be upright for God, and (be) bearers of witness with justice!...”  
 
“Radiate boundless love towards the entire world — above, below, and across — unhindered, 
without ill will, without enmity.” - the Buddha 
 
"The Kingdom of God is founded upon equity and justice, and also upon mercy, compassion, and 
kindness to every living soul. Strive ye then with all your heart to treat compassionately all 
humankind." -‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
 
"The one who loves all intensely begins perceiving in all living beings a part of himself. He becomes a 
lover of all, a part and parcel of the Universal Joy. He flows with the stream of happiness, and is 
enriched by each soul." - Yajur Veda 
 
“Even when everyone else sees only our faults, God still sees our possibilities. - Unknown 
 
“We have a powerful potential in our youth, and we must have the courage to change old ideas and 
practices so that we may direct their power toward good ends.” - Mary McLeod Bethune 
 

 

Small Group Discussion Questions 
 

1. What does your faith believe about justice, mercy and redemption? How can these lessons be 
applied to youth who break the law? 

2. How has the justice system affected your life or your community?  
3. Why are we called as people of faith to address the issue of youth incarceration?  
4. How can we make the greatest impact to help those involved in the juvenile and criminal 

justice system?  
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Live What You Believe: Action Steps for Faith Communities 
 
 
As a partner for Youth Justice Sunday, we encourage you and your members to take actions that will 
benefit justice-involved youth. Below, we have listed a handful of opportunities to get involved. We 
also encourage you to brainstorm ideas that work best for your congregation.  
 
Join the Raise the Age mailing list to receive up-to-date information and action alerts for the Raise 
the Age Campaign. You can sign up at www.RaiseTheAgeMI.org.  
 
Endorse the Raise the Age Statement of Principles, which outline the values and beliefs that we 
think should guide our state’s investment in its most vital resource - our children. Additionally, the 
Statement of Principles offers four tangible policy changes: 
 

● Raise the age of juvenile court jurisdiction to 18; 

● Remove all youth under age 18 from adult jails and prisons and provide access to 

developmentally appropriate, rehabilitative services; 

● Continue to build a juvenile justice system that offers age-appropriate treatment and services, 

therapy, education, and job skills training; and 

● Fully fund effective community-based programs that support court-involved youth and their 

families. 

 
Call or send postcards to state legislators encouraging their support of youth justice reform. You can 
locate your elected official at www.RaiseTheAgeMI.org. Let them know that: 
 

“I’m calling to encourage Representative/Senator ____ to support policies that will remove 
youth from Michigan’s adult criminal justice system.” (See the next page for additional facts to 
share.)  

 
Identify stories of 17-year olds and their family members impacted by arrest or incarceration. 
Personal stories are one of the most important ways we can convey the true dangers of prosecuting 
youth as adults. Stories can be submitted here. We will contact the person(s) directly and discuss how 
they feel most comfortable sharing their story. No story will be shared without clear permission and 
collaboration with the person(s) involved. 
 
Urge your County Commissioners to adopt a resolution in support of raising the age. Local elected 
officials - including county commissioners, city council members, prosecutors, sheriffs and mayors - 
are invited to sign a letter in support of the Campaign. In some counties, the Board of Commissioners 
voted to endorse a resolution in support of raising the age. 
 
Post on social media to raise awareness about youth incarceration. Follow us on Facebook at 
“Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency” or on Twitter @JusticeinMI. 
 
 

For more information and ideas for taking action,  
visit www.RaiseTheAgeMI.org 

http://www.raisetheagemi.org/
http://www.raisetheagemi.org/
http://www.mlpp.org/take-action/tell-us-your-story
http://www.raisetheagemi.org/
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Reasons to Raise the Age of Juvenile Jurisdiction 

 
           

Prosecuting youth as adults is harmful to children, threatens public safety, and is 
expensive.  
 

• Youth incarcerated in adult prisons and jails are more likely to be physically attacked, 
sexually assaulted and attempt suicide than youth in the juvenile justice system.  

 

• Youth incarceration actually increases violent crime. National research found that youth 
exiting the adult system are 34% more likely to reoffend, reoffend sooner, and escalate to 
more violent offenses than their counterparts in the juvenile justice system.  

 

• Incarcerating youth is expensive. The average cost of housing a prisoner in Michigan is about 
$34,000 a year, with an average sentence served of 4.3 years. A young person convicted in the 
adult system can expect to earn 40% less over their lifetime, which translates to a loss of state 
tax revenue.  

 

• An adult conviction has lifelong consequences, including significant barriers to housing, 
employment, and education.  

 

Raising the age allows 17-year-olds to access rehabilitative age-appropriate services. 
 

• Michigan is one of only 5 states that automatically prosecute 17-year-olds as adults.  
 

• Juvenile courts and facilities already serve 17-year-olds. Youth who enter the juvenile justice 
system prior to their 17th birthday fall under juvenile court jurisdiction, and in certain cases, 
can remain in the system until age 21.  

 

• Juvenile courts offer highly effective diversion and community-based programs, not 
accessible in adult court, that are designed to keep kids in school, address underlying 
treatment needs, and engage the whole family. 
 

• In order to successfully incorporate 17 year olds, there must be adequate funding and 
support for our county-based juvenile justice system.  Juvenile justice funding must increase 
when 17 year olds are incorporated to ensure that the juvenile courts have the capacity to 
effectively serve all youth under their jurisdiction. 

 
It’s time for Michigan to get “smart” on crime and raise the age! 

 
 

Source: MCCD, Youth Behind Bars: Examining the Impact of Prosecuting and Incarcerating Kids in Michigan’s Criminal Justice System, May 2014. 

For more information, contact: Jason Smith at jsmith@miccd.org 


